PASSION [Palm] SUNDAY (A)

“My Father, if it is possible,
let this cup pass from me;
yet, not as I will, but as you will.”

It has been said that we come to the Passion of Jesus with hearts that
are hesitant. When we ourselves touch the passion and suffering of our
own human condition we do so with limited understanding, with
reluctance and often filled with uncertainty. We are uneasy,
uncomfortable with our suffering and that of others, especially those we
love, because in the face of that experience we feel so powerless and
more often than not we like to have the answers, we like to be in control
and we want to make things better.

The Passion of Jesus assures us that there is another way to look at
suffering in our lives. The whole of Christ’s life and indeed especially
his passion and death was about trust in God the Father. Jesus
experienced what we name the agony and the ecstasy, because only in
letting go, only in embracing the cross did he both accept the inevitable
human reality of physical death and the glory that came from that
unselfish act. This act was truly free on his part and also truly
redemptive. His passion was born out of an ardent and all consuming
commitment to God the Father’s will. Jesus suffers unto death because
of his fervent love of God the Father and because of his love for those
whom the Father gave him, his disciples and followers then and those of
all time including all of us.

This week and the Liturgies we will celebrate together remind us more
then any other in the whole year that our suffering, as one author puts
it: “places us in our real situation before Christ; receiving everything
from him yet powerless on our own to recognize the fullness of his
gifts.” As you pray this week I invite you to place a crucifix before you
and sit and gaze there at the figure of Jesus Christ crucified. Allow
your mind and heart to be penetrated by Jesus and his Passion.

0y



Ask Jesus to reveal himself to you and to reveal as well his great love for
you; knowing that on the cross he truly triumphed over death.

Let us remember that this HOLY WEEK is not an enactment of certain
historical events of long ago, rather, it is an invitation to live the present
moment, however that may unfold for us. And in living this moment, to
renew our desire to die to self in order that we may rise as new and
changed persons. I leave you with this prayer by Edward Hays from
his PRAYERS FOR THE DOMESTIC CHURCH.

“Lord our God, Incomprehensible One,
Your sacrament of suffering,
the mystery of pain
has burst into our lives.
We have been offered the cup
of bitterness
so that we may share in the
sorrow of
your Son, Jesus, and so help heal
the sickness of our planet.

We thank you for this opportunity to explore
with those around us and with all the world,
the puzzle of pain.

May we only seek the fullness of life,
not rejecting the element of pain
inherent in all growth
and essential in each search for wholeness.

We, as disciples of Christ,
follow in the footsteps
of the Suffering Savior,
asking that this pain
have special meaning for us
and for all the earth.

Blessed are you, Lord our God,
who shares pain and suffering
as part of the mystery of life.”

(2)




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


